32            BRITISH POLICY TOWARDS SINDH

The letter of instructions issued to Captain Wade authoris-
ed him to i6 use every means in your power short of actual
menace to keep His Highness at Lahore and to prevent the
further advance of his army till you hear from Col. Pottinger
to whom a letter has been written to-day."30 A doctor was
to be sent to the Maharaja according to his request, but if
the Maharaja proceeded on any expedition contrary to the
expressed wishes or policy of the British Government, Captain
Wade was to withdraw any officers bearing a commission
from the Honourable Company from attendance on him.

Shah Shuja's movements seemed, according to Wade, to
have prompted the Maharaja to anticipate him in Sindh ;
so the Shah was to be informed that, should he leave
Ludhiana without the express sanction of the Government,
he would no longer be allowed an asylum within the British
territories and the maintenance allowance to him and his
family would be discontinued.31

Captain Wade was also authorised to tell the Maharaja
that the Sindh Amirs had placed themselves under British
protection, and the British Government was ready to " inter-
pose its good offices " for the equitable settlement of all
matters of difference between the Sikhs and Sindh.32

The letter to Col. H. Pottinger, Agent for the affairs of
Sindh, is even more interesting and instructive as showing
the real motive of Lord Auckland's Government. The Sindh
Amirs were in a dangerous position. They were being
threatened by Ranjit Singh. Shah Shuja could not place
himself at their head, as he was not allowed by the
British Government to do so. Their only hope now lay in the
British Government itself, which was but too willing to come
to their rescue. Pottinger was instructed to negotiate with the
Amirs of Sindh in order to bring them under the protection
of the British Government. For this purpose he was to

31 ** Conduct such as that of the   exiled  monarch,   so directly tending
to the disturbance of neighbouring and friendly states ought, under any
circumstances, to be prevented, and it is due to ourselves that measures
should be taken for that purpose."    Secretary to Wade, 26th  September,
1836 ; 1O7/16, P. G. R.
32 Secretary to Wade, 26th September, 1836, 107/16, P. G, R.